
 

  

 1  

Syllabus 

[cmcd.economia@fgv.br] 
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 2018 FIRST SEMESTER 

PROGRAM 

The goal of this course is to expose graduate students to the political economy literature to familiarize them with the central 
themes and techniques used in theoretical and empirical work in the field, and to help them formulate and develop a 
research project in political economy or related areas. 
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GRADING 

Evaluation Weight 

Referee report (2) 40% 

Research project 30% 

Final exam (take-home) 30% 
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DETAILED PROGRAM  

 
Below is a tentative schedule that is subject to modification. For each topic, we will cover both theoretical and empirical 
references. 

 

Class Topic 

1 Introduction 

2-6 Voting: Arrow Impossibility Theorem, voting rules, median voter, Downsian model, 
probabilistic model, citizen-candidate model.  

7-10 Agency models: electoral competition, asymmetric information, accountability, 
career concerns. 

11 Lobbying 

12-15 Institutions: weak institutions, democratization, political instability, and coups. 

 


