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The course covers some classic topics of research at the intersection of development and demographic economics. It is
both theoretical and empirical, intercalating the presentation of canonical models with the associated empirical
evidence. The first two parts following the introduction are organized around intergenerational aspects of family
decisions and their consequences for development and the evolution of inequality. The focus is on investments in
children and fertility choice. In the third part, the course incorporates health into the discussion and analyzes how
improvements in health interact with family decisions. Direct welfare implications of improvements in health are also
explicitly discussed. The course uses the historical experience of the demographic transition throughout as a motivating
backdrop for the theoretical and empirical discussions. The structure of topics is the following:
1. Introduction
1.1 The Demographic Transition and other Recent Trends
1.2 The Theory of Allocation of Time and Household Production
II. Family Decisions
II.1 Investments in Children and Child Labor
I1.2 Fertility
III. The Dynamics of Intergenerational Decisions
II1.1 Human Capital, Fertility, and Population
I11.2 Intergenerational Transmission of Socioeconomic Status and Inequality
IV. Health and Development
IV.1 The Determinants of Historical Improvements in Health
IV.2 Health and Welfare
IV.3 Health, Human Capital, and Fertility

CLASSES
Classes will be held on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, from 14h00 to 15h50, in room 4002 (R. Itapeva 474).
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GRADING

The final grade in the course is based on two class presentations (40%) and an exam (60%). Every student has to present in
class two papers selected from the list at the end of the syllabus.

PROFESSOR EMAIL

rodrigo.reis.soares at fgv.br

PRELIMINARY CALENDAR

Class #: Date: Topic:
1 May 22 Introduction to Course, Demographic Transition, Household Production
2 May 23 Investments in Children
3 May 24 Investments in Children
4 May 30 Presentations
5 May 29 Fertility
6 May 30 Fertility
7 June 05 Presentations
8 June 06 Fertility, Human Capital and Population
9 June 07 Intergenerational Transmission of Socioeconomic Status and Inequality
10 June 12 Presentations
11 June 13 Determinants of Historical Improvements in Health/ Health and Welfare
12 June 14 Presentations
13 June 19 Health, Human Capital, and Fertility
14 June 20 Presentations
15 June 26 Adjustment Class
16 June 27 Adjustment Class
17 June 28 Final Exam
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